Contest Guidelines
Who can enter?

The essay contest is open to any interested person in grades K-12. You must be a resident of the United States to enter. 

What is the subject of the essay?

Your essay should focus on one of the two topics presented.

1. An Invention I'd Like: Think about an invention that you'd like to have or make. Write about what this new device would do and why you'd like to use it.

2. Improve the World: What you would do to improve the world if you were a prince or a princess? Think of actions you could take to help make the world a better place. 

How long should the essay be?

Grades K-3: A picture is worth a thousand words.
Grades 4-5: The essay should be no less than 200 words in length.

Grades 6-9: The essay should be no less than 300 words in length.

Grades 10-12: The essay should be no less than 400 words in length.

What do I need to submit?

A valid submission will contain the following information:

1. A typed essay using minimum word guidelines above, focusing on the topics provided. Each essay must be original, authentic, unpublished, the sole property of the entrant, and not previously submitted in any other contest.

2. Your personal information, printed at the top of the essay:

First and last name of student plus First and last name of parent/guardian
Mailing address
Phone number
E-mail address 

3. A completed and signed entry form. Print out the entry form here and send it to us when you send your essay. Entries cannot be accepted without a signed entry form.
How should I submit my essay and permission form?

Essays must be submitted electronically. Paste the text of your essay, along with your contact information, into the body of an e-mail. Electronic submissions must be sent to essay@mysistersclosetnetwork.org with the subject heading as “MSCN 2009 Essay Contest.” 

Essays and Permission forms may be submitted electronically or by mail. Fill out your form, including the signature of a parent or guardian. Electronically submitted permission forms must be scanned and sent, along with essays, to essay@mysistersclosetnetwork.org with the subject heading as “MSCN 2009 Essay Contest.” 

All mailed permission forms must be sent to:

MSCN 2009 Essay Contest
My Sister’s Closet Network
1507 East 53rd Street #449
Chicago, IL 60615 

IMPORTANT: Whether you use mail or e-mail, you must still submit a completed and signed entry form. You may mail the form separately to the address above, or scan the completed form and send it electronically along with your essay. If you mail the entry form separately, please indicate WHEN you sent your essay electronically. 

When is the deadline?

All mailed submissions must be postmarked no later than Tuesday, December 1, 2009, and all electronic submissions must be received by 5 p.m. CST, Tuesday, December 1, 2009.

How will the essays be judged?

The essays will be judged by a panel of high school students and board members on grammar, content, presentation, creativity, and, most importantly, relevance to and incorporation of the topic.

What are the prizes?

The selected entries will win free tickets (1- adult and 1- child) to the royal ball which includes a movie screening, entry to the ball and a special gift for the child. All finalists' entries will be posted to the My Sister’s Closet Network Website. The winner and finalists will be posted on the My Sister’s Closet Network Website. Cash substitution for prizes will be permitted on the day of the event.  The winning entrant may be reimbursed (value of $15 per ticket) for any tickets purchased prior to the announcement of the winners.
Disclaimer: By submitting an entry, an entrant agrees to allow My Sister’s Closet Network (MSCN) to use his or her name to post on the MSCN Web site, without compensation unless prohibited. All entries and all rights of ownership in and to the entries, including all rights to use, reproduce, publish, modify, edit, and distribute the same will become the exclusive property of MSCN and will not be returned. MSCN reserves the right to edit, modify, adapt, copyright, publish, use, and reproduce any and all entries without further compensation. My Sister’s Closet Network, its agents and contractor, are not responsible for lost, late, misdirected, incomplete, or postage-due entries. Contest void where prohibited or restricted by law.

OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM -  MSCN ESSAY CONTEST

SPONSORED BY MY SISTER’S CLOSET NETWORK, NFP
___________________________________________________ ____

Name 








      Age

__________________________________________________________

Address

__________________________________________________________

City State Zip

Signature below affirms review and agreement with all contest rules.

___________________________________________________ ___________
Signature (of parent or guardian if entrant is under 18) 

Date

___________________________________________________ _____________
Email Address 






Daytime Phone #
